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The new external tank is the same 

size as the one currently used on the 
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Space Shuttle - but about 7,500 pounds 
lighter. 

"Each pound we remove from the 
external tank is a pound that can be 
addcd to the pay load," said Parker 
Counts, manager of the External Tank 
Project at thc Marshall Center. "The 
lighter tank is essential for launzhing 
Space Station because the Station 
components will be assembled in a more 
demanding orbit than previously 
planned." 

The 154-foot-long cxternal tank, 
higher than a 15-story building and as 
wide as a silo with a diamctcr of'ebout 27 
feet, is the largest single componcnt of 
the Space Shuttlc. Thc external tank 












